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Clients rely on Richard Hall’s experience in navigating energy and natural resources
regulations and getting transactions completed. Richard is widely recognized as a
leading mining attorney.

Richard is a regulatory and transactional attorney focusing on the mining, natural
resources, and energy industries. In addition to his transactional practice, he advises
clients in operational and regulatory matters on mining, energy (both conventional and
renewable), and industrial projects throughout the Mountain West region. His experience
as a civil engineer for a large electrical utility allows him to combine his legal experience
with a technical understanding of resource and energy development projects.

Richard represents clients in the hard rock, coal, and industrial mineral industries. In the
course of his practice, Richard has assisted mining and energy clients in structuring and
negotiating complex mining and energy project transactions, land acquisition and lease
agreements, as well as permitting projects on public, private and tribal lands. He has vast
experience with public land law issues relating to use of and access over public lands,
and location, maintenance, and title review of mining and mill site claims under the
Federal Mining Law of 1872. He also regularly handles water rights matters in Utah,
Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana.

Richard represents clients before various federal, state, and local regulatory, land use
and resource management agencies, including the U.S. Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and various state
environmental quality, state trust lands and water rights agencies.

He also has extensive experience in land and mineral title matters. In addition to general
title reviews conducted in conjunction with land acquisitions, Richard’s experience
includes the preparation of numerous mineral title opinions for mining and oil/gas
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operators in several states.

Richard currently serves as co-head of Dorsey’s Energy & Natural Resources Industry
Group.

Select Experience

¢ Representation of a solar developer in a land purchase loan and construction loan for
a 3 MW solar project in Napa County, CA.

* Representation of numerous mine operators in the sale or acquisition of operating
coal, aggregate and hardrock mines and mining properties,

* Representation of clients on ongoing operational and regulatory matters relating to
the operation of hardrock, coal, and industrial mineral mining projects.

¢ Representation of numerous clients in working with the BLM in obtaining and
maintaining various property interests in federal lands, including mineral leases and
mining claims.

Professional Affiliations

* Member, Bureau of Land Management Resource Advisory Council, Boise (Idaho)
District, (Energy Development, Land Exchange and Permit Renewal/Litigation
Subcommittees), Mar. 2011—present

e Chair, Environmental and Natural Resources Section, Idaho State Bar, 2009-2011
e Chair, Mining Law Section, Utah State Bar, 2007-2008

e Chair, Mining Section, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation’s Annual Institute,
July 2014

* Long Range Planning Committee Member, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation
* Member, Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation

*  Member, Idaho Mining Association

e Board of Directors, J. Reuben Clark Law Society

e Board of Directors, Idaho Botanical Garden, 2011

* Member, Idaho State Bar Association

° Member, Utah State Bar Association

*  Member, Wyoming Bar Association

Accolades

e Chambers USA, Natural Resources & Environment
— Utah, 2016-2022, 2024-2026
— ldaho, 2013-2025

e Mountain States Super Lawyers®, 2018-2026
e Best Lawyers in America®, 2025-2026

Select Presentations

e Speaker, “Material Contracts and Unrecorded Documents,” RMMLF Special Institute
on Due Diligence in Oil & Gas and Mining Transactions, September 28, 2018

e Speaker, “Real Estate Development: Environmental Due Diligence,” Water and Real
Estate Development in Idaho, Law Seminars International, October 11, 2017



e Speaker,“Conflicting Estates? Understanding the Interaction between Surface
Ownership and Mineral Rights.”, Western Land Symposium, August 25, 2014

* Speaker, “What Lies Beneath? Understanding the Interaction Between Agricultural
Use and Mineral Rights,” Idaho State Bar, Real Property Section, March 29, 2013

e Speaker, “Geothermal Development,” Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES)
Geothermal Energy Workshop, Idaho Falls, Idaho, April 21, 2011

e Speaker, “The General Mining Law of 1872—Past, Present and Future,” Idaho State
Bar, Environmental and Natural Resources Section, February 26, 2011

Insights

June 1, 2023
Utah 2023 Legal Elite

January 26, 2023
Dorsey & Whitney Add Steve Hardesty to Boise Office - Daily Journal of
Commerce

January 19, 2023
Dorsey Kicks of 2023 with Westward Push in New Boise Office - American Lawyer

January 16, 2023
Richard Hall and Nick Taylor Join New Dorsey Boise Office - Minnesota Lawyer

January 13, 2023
Dorsey & Whitney Opens Boise, Idaho Office - Law360

January 12, 2023
Dorsey & Whitney Add Boise, Idaho Office - Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal
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