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Emily helps construction clients navigate a wide range of issues, including bid protests, 

contract negotiation, claims, and litigation of complex claims.

Emily Yoshiwara serves as counsel to construction industry and government contracts 

clients. She assists clients on a wide variety of issues, including contract review and 

negotiation, bid protests, claim and REA preparation, pre-trial discovery, motion practice, 

and litigation of complex claims. Emily has represented construction clients on both 

public and private construction projects, including heavy civil infrastructure projects and 

commercial construction projects. Emily’s experience also includes representation of 

clients in a variety of government contracts matters, including appeals before the Civilian 

Board of Contract Appeals and the Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals, as well 

as in local, state, and federal bid protests.

Emily is actively involved in the local legal community. She serves as a board member of 

Legal Employers Advancing Diversity in Washington (LEAD-WA) which works to 

increase diversity in the local legal community by creating fellowships for diverse law 

students enrolled at Washington law schools. In law school, Emily served as a judicial 

extern to the Honorable Theresa L. Fricke of the Western District of Washington and 

represented Seattle University in the Texas Young Lawyers Association’s National Trial 

Competition.

Select Experience

 Achieved favorable award for prime contractor on large airport project in a five-week 
arbitration with structural steel subcontractor.

 Achieved favorable settlement for a prime contractor in a dispute with the county 
relating to waste water treatment plant project.

 Successfully represented general contractor in Washington Court of Appeals matter 
stemming from bid protest of unsatisfied bidder.

 Represented DOE contractor in complex False Claims Act Suit.

Education

 Seattle University 
School of Law (J.D., 
2018)

– cum laude

 University of 
Washington (B.A., 
2012)

Bar Admissions

 Washington
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Court Admissions

 Western District of Washington

 Eastern District of Washington

Professional Affiliations

 Board Member, Legal Employers Advancing Diversity in Washington

 Member, WSBA Construction Law Section

 Member, ABA Forum on Construction Law

 Member, CREW Seattle 

Accolades

 Washington Super Lawyers®, "Rising Stars", 2022-2026

 Washington Super Lawyers® - "Women's Edition Rising Stars", 2024

 Consistently providing pro bono legal assistance to those in need through Dorsey’s 
Pro Bono program

Additional Information

 Co-author: “  Court of Appeals’ Decision Warns Disappointed Bidders to Act Fast or   
Lose Opportunity for Relief”,   WSBA Construction Law Newsletter  , Spring 2022  

Insights

May 18, 2023

Legislature passes bill to limit retainage on private projects to 5%, matching 

existing retention limits for public projects

Seattle
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