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Copyright Office Provides Guidance on
Registration of Al-Created Material: Human

Authorship Still Necessary

March 17, 2023 — The TMCA
by Jeffrey R. Cadwell

This blog has covered artificial intelligence and copyright protection in the United States
on a number of occasions, including It's Alive? and Al Artwork. To date, the Copyright
Office has consistently rejected registration of works created using Al technology. The
basis is that the Copyright Office and copyright case law have interpreted the term
“authorship” from the Copyright Act to exclude non-humans. The current version of the
Compendium of U.S. Copyright Office Practices indicates that “to qualify as a work of
‘authorship’ a work must be created by a human being.” The Copyright Office recently
signaled a willingness to move away from a rigid approach to Al-created works when it
approved registration of a graphic novel named Zarya of the Dawn consisting of human-
authored text and Al-generated imagery. The scope of registration, however, was limited
only to the human-authored text in the graphic novel.
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https://www.thetmca.com/its-alive-the-open-question-of-ownership-over-the-creations-of-an-ai/
https://www.thetmca.com/ai-artwork-worth-a-thousand-words-but-zero-copyright-protection/
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