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With the aim of enabling providers to focus attention and resources on fighting the Related People
COVID1-19 pandemic, CMS announced over the weekend that it intends to alleviate
some of Medicare participating providers' and suppliers' financial burden by expanding
its Medicare accelerated and advance payment (AAP) program to a broader group of
Medicare Part A providers and Part B suppliers for the duration of the public health Related Capabilities
emergency. Medicare accelerated and advance payments are typically employed for
emergency funding for scenarios in which claims submissions or processing is disrupted;

e Ross C. D'Emanuele

Healthcare & Life

the announcement is at once historic and yet also wholly in scope with the scale of and zz:::::re
disruption caused by the pandemic. The expedited payments have been employed Transactions &
usually during natural disasters such as tornadoes, flooding, and the like, and may also Regulations

be used during a national emergency. Lawmakers are recognizing the scale and scope * Healthcare Litigation
of what providers are facing (and will continue to face), so CMS is expanding the e Medical Devices

Medicare accelerated and advance payments program eligibility to all applicable
Medicare providers and suppliers, throughout the US, during the public health
emergency related to COVID-19.

The payment amount will vary by
applicable provider or supplier
depending on what amount is
requested; the payments are
potentially substantial. The
permitted payment amounts are
based on applicants’ historical
Medicare payment amount for the
requested time period and as
permitted by category. Most
providers and suppliers may
request up to 100% of their historical Medicare payment amount for a three-month
period. Inpatient acute care hospitals, children’s hospitals, and certain cancer hospitals



https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-provides-financial-relief-medicare-providers

are able to request up to 100% of their historical Medicare payment amount for a six-
month period. Critical access hospitals may request up to 125% of their historical
Medicare payment amount for a six-month period. In addition, CMS has extended the
repayment date to begin 120 days after the payment is issued; the timeline for
repayment again varies by organization type but is not less than 210 days. Providers and
suppliers interested in seeking these payments may request the appropriate specific
amount using the Accelerated or Advance Payment Request form provided on your
Medicare Administrative Contractor’'s (MAC’s) website. For example, the MAC, WPS,
has recently updated its AAP application form, available here, which can simply be e-
mailed to WPS at the email address located at the bottom of the one-page application.

In order to be able to qualify for this expansion, a few conditions apply, and are worth
double-checking as to whether any of these are true of your organization. The requesting
providers or suppliers:

1. Must have billed Medicare for claims within 180 days immediately prior to the date of
signature on the provider’s/supplier’s request form;

2. Must not be in bankruptcy proceedings, nor be under active medical review or
program integrity investigation; and

3. Must not have any outstanding delinquent Medicare overpayments.
If any of the above conditions apply, then your organization would not be eligible to
apply under this COVID-specific expansion.

This expansion of the AAP program takes effect immediately, and CMS aims to issue
payments within seven days of a request. Details about reconciliation and recoupment,
as well as instructions as to how to apply, may be found in the CMS fact sheet found
here. If you have any questions about the announcement or the application process,
please contact the author(s) or your regular Dorsey attorney or Dorsey Health Strategies
consultant.


https://www.cms.gov/files/document/Accelerated-and-Advanced-Payments-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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https://www.wpsgha.com/wps/portal/mac/site/fees-and-reimbursements/forms/accelerated-payment-request-certification-covid-19/!ut/p/z1/jZDdDoIgGIavpQtgoG7ODqlV1GR1YhEnjSEam4IhudXV5-o49Dv7tvdvD-SQQW7EoGvhtTWiGf8rT28nQlISZSg_xhQhTLfnZJPlqz1O4SUgSNAugXyOH_05jOb5AwIejj9MFYwEYkfXtIa8E_4OtKksZJV1bQ-ZkFI1ygmvStCJV6uMB049nqr3QCrndaXlFyWQdtAliJbjYB6o_CGbGt21RcHeOUEaLz4RUaaG/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
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